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There is, however, not always a clearcut line of demarcation
between these collectivistic arguments and euthanasia, and as
Westermarck suggests, people who have acquired a certain wealth
may continue the old practice now for humanitarian reasons
instead of economic necessity.
Among modern civilized communities, there seems to be
little evidence of any organized system of killing human beings
without their consent for the sole reason of their being unable
to contribute to the well-being of the community. Dr. Bonnar *
quotes the late Lord Moynihan, the then President of the
Voluntary Euthanasia Legalization Society, as stating in his
Inaugural Address : " There are doubtless cases of mongolian
idiocy, or of mental defects of one kind or another that may
possibly come for discussion." No action has, however, so far
been taken to deal with them on similar lines as proposed in the
Euthanasia Bill. The Nazis, by practising the large-scale exter-
mination of politically or racially " undesirables ", have probably
stifled any tendencies of this kind among other nations, and it
fias come to be recognized that the shaping of human material
in the interest of a reasonable and scientific population policy
is tolerable only if it begins at an earlier stage. As Dr. Leonard
Darwin 2 has said, cc we must never attempt to act through the
agency of the death rate, but only through that of the birth rate ".
This leads to the problems of sterilization, birth control and
abortion.
B.    STERILIZATION AND CASTRATION.
Sterilization is an operation to deprive the patient of his
faculty of procreation, whereas castration is intended to rob him
of his faculty of cohabitation as well. The surgical methods
used at present are : for sterilization vasectomy in the case of
males, salpingectomy in the case of females, and for castration
removal of the reproductive glands, i.e., of the testes of the male
and of the ovaries of the female. Before vasectomy and salping-
ectomy became known at the end of the last century, only castra-
tion could be performed. It is therefore mainly due to recent
progress in surgery and medicine that the problem has become
one of practical politics even in countries where castration, as
the physically and psychologically much more drastic method,
would have hardly any chance.
Wfyy are these operations of interest to the criminal lawyer
1 Op. cit, p. 100.               a The Need for Eugenic Reform (1926), p. 171.